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A Search for the Men Who Built the Shrigley Church 

1st April 2009 marked the 75th Anniversary of the cutting of the first sod for the building of 

the Church of Saint John Bosco at Shrigley on the day of his canonisation in 1934. The 

completion of the work of building this church was marked by a solemn opening five years 

later on July 24th 1938.  

 

The cutting of the first sod on 1
st
 April 1934 

It was appropriate, therefore, for the Shrigley Association to mark the anniversary. Though 

the building no longer serves its original purpose, its enduring magnificence proclaims to 

any observer what that purpose was, and the Salesian and Shrigley Association Archives 

have a substantial collection of photographs to show the work of preparing the site, 

quarrying the stone, completing the building and landscaping the surroundings.  
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Shrigley before the church was built 

 

 

Early work on the site of the church can be seen 
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The ground plan has been marked out, workmen are on site 

Faded, sepia coloured photographs may be attractive to some people but they must be 

given a focus to have general appeal. The unknown men, the quarrymen, the builders, the 

stonemasons, the roofers and the artists who are seen in these photographs who created 

the finished monument, collectively have the power to invest these old photographs with 

something more than nostalgia. Their hard work and craftsmanship are evident in what they 

created. The building methods of an earlier age and the harsh climate of ShǊƛƎƭŜȅΩǎ ƘƛƭƭǘƻǇ 

location are to be seen as challenges that were faced and successfully overcome.  

Who were these men - not the Salesians who willed the result, nor the architect who 

created the design ς but who were the working men who built the church? Did they have 

personal stories that are still worth telling as part of a project to mark their achievement? 

Most, if not all of them, must have died long ago. Do they have descendents who can tell us 

about their lives? 

Because a local firm, John Clayton Limited, of Sunderland Street, Macclesfield, was 

responsible for the work, the men it employed must have been local too, living in Pott 

Shrigley, Bollington, Macclesfield and other places within easy reach of the site ς ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴΩǎ 

bicycles can be seen in a shot of the quarry ς it might just be possible that if the 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΗέ ƻǊ 

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΗέ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŜŀŘΦ  


